By our politics editor
July 5,1776

ISTORY WAS made
Hyesterday when the

Continental Congress
approved the Declaration of
Independence from Britain. This
momentous event marks the birth
of an independent United States
of America.

Massachusetts was one of 12
American colonies to approve the
declaration in Philadelphia. Only
New York declined to vote. The
pro-independence delegation from
Massachusetts included lawyer
John Adams, second cousin
Samuel Adams, lawyer Robert

Treat Paine, and Elbridge Gerry,
a member of a wealthy merchant
family. Businessman John Hancock
served as president of the Congress.

Britain is certain to view this
as an act of treason. As a result,
the names of these “Founding
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