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TODAY is a proud day for the people of 
Massachusetts. Braintree-born John 
Adams, a signer of the Declaration of 

Independence, has at last been elected as the 
second U.S. President. He succeeds George 
Washington, after serving as his Vice President.

In the first contested American presidential 
election, Adams’ main rival was Thomas 
Jefferson, who becomes the next Vice 
President. Presidential electors were appointed 
by state legislatures or chosen by popular vote. 
Adams received 71 electoral votes, narrowly 
beating Jefferson’s 68, to win the presidency.

As the nation’s seat of government takes 
shape in Washington, D.C., the president will 
reside in a new “Presidential Mansion” 
currently under construction, that some are 
already calling the “White House.” 

Adams is a distinguished statesman, lawyer, 
and principal author of the Massachusetts 
state constitution, upon which the U.S. 
Constitution has been partly modeled.

During the American Revolution, Adams 
served as a Massachusetts delegate at the 
Continental Congress. Later, as a diplomat 
in Europe, Adams helped negotiate a peace 

treaty with Britain that recognized American 
independence.

A close adviser to Adams is his wife Abigail, 


