
THE PLYMOUTH Cordage Company, founded in 1824, became one of the largest producers of rope 
and twine in the world. In the late 19th century, its workforce got a significant boost from a new wave 
of immigrants from Italy, Portugal, and Alsace-Lorraine. The company specialized in ship rigging—
ropes used to hold up and control the sails—and made the rope used on the USS Constitution. To make 


