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The BSU Core Writing Requirement & Placement Essay 

During orientation, you will register for your first semester of classes which will include your Core Writing  

Requirement. In order to fulfill the Core Writing Requirement, most students at BSU take either ENGL 101 or 

ENGL 101E Writing Rhetorically in their first semester, followed by ENGL 102 Writing Rhetorically with Sources 

in their second semester. Some students place out of ENGL 101 or 101E entirely and move directly into ENGL 

102.   

You are placed in one of those three courses based on your SAT Verbal scores, High School GPA, and your 

writing on the placement essay that you will take.  That placement essay will be read and evaluated for 

placement purposes by the writing faculty teaching ENGL 101, 101E, and 102.   

Preparing to take the Placement Essay  

By writing the strongest essay you can write for the placement essay, you help to insure correct placement in 

your first year writing class.    

To help you to be as prepared as possible to do your best work, we are including a number of documents here:  

1. A copy of a previous writing prompt on the value of a liberal arts education. 

2. Three sample student placement essays with commentary. The commentary comes from the faculty 

evaluating the placement exams and indicates why a particular essay received a particular placement. 

3. Course descriptions for ENGL101, 101E & 102. 

4. Learning outcomes for ENGL101, 101E & 102. 

Advice for writing your placement essay  

• Read the sample placement essays with placement explanations prior to reading this year’s 

prompt. 

• Read the prompt carefully, as well as the source material that is included with the prompt 

question. 

• Spend some time planning your response. 

• As you plan, consider carefully how you will use the sources given to you as you construct your 

argument and how you will balance using your personal experience with using information 

from the sources to prove a thesis or main idea. 

• Take the time to revise as necessary, and remember to spell

 



http://catalog.bridgew.edu/content.php?catoid=10&navoid=970
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A satisfactory essay should develop a central idea in response to the prompt that serves 

as a main argument for your essay. Ideas in the essay should be organized into logical 

paragraphs which include specific details that come from the reading included with the 

prompt. Although there may be some errors, most sentences in the essay should be 

clearly written. Remember, though, that content is more important than error-free 

sentences or perfect handwriting. Don’t waste time copying your essay over. You may, 

however, want to write only on every other line, leaving room for some revision.    
  
You will have an hour to complete your essay. After you’ve read the prompt carefully, 

spend 5-10 minutes planning your response. You may want to make a quick outline on 

the inside cover of your blue book. Save time to read over your writing before handing 

your essay in.   
  

What your readers will look for as they evaluate your essay:  
The questions surrounding this topic are complex with no right or wrong answers.  

We want writers to do the following:  

• Make a central claim about the topic;  

• 
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Sample Placement Essay:  
SAMPLE 102 PLACEMENT  
  

  Online school has become the new normal over the past year. Since the pandemic, students from 
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coronavirus world.”  Those who cannot afford new technology to fit the education requirements will become a 

more significant problem down the road when the gap in education between the different classes is more 

apparent.   

  Although some restrictions are being lifted, the pandemic and online education options don’t seem to be 

disappearing any time soon. It is much safer to be learning from home to prevent more outbreaks and the spread 

of corona-virus. With that being said, when this pandemic ends, so should learning entirely online. Many 

students, even those who are driven, have become lazy with this option of online schooling. Continuing these 

ways of learning after the pandemic will risk that students are not leaning to their full potential or even cheating 

their way through classes. It will also be an issue when families given resources and technology because of this 

pandemic no longer have access after all the borrowed technology is taken away. Although we have the 

technology and knowledge to make online classes an option, the education system  

needs in-person classes to give everyone a fair chance to learn at their full potential. It is understandable for 

some classes to become online courses, but students should not be taking all courses online. The social aspect of 

school will also be affected if this is the case. Online education will start a ripple effect of many other issues.   

Why this is a ENGL 102 placement:   

This student responds to the prompt they were asked to respond to—how does a shift to online 
education affect the knowledge gap? Does it increase or decrease it?  This student has a clear thesis. This 
student uses that thesis to carefully organize the paper. This student incorporates the sources provided 
in ways that support her argument— they do not simply shove them in to the essay wherever and the 
quotes do not overwhelm her own argument. Finally, this students sentences are easily understood and 
relatively error free.   
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Sample Placement Essay:  
SAMPLE 101 PLACEMENT  
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  With the severity of the Coronavirus seeming to simmer down with rapid vaccination and  partial re-

opening of schools and businesses, I can only hope that schooling can return to some form of normality with in-

person learning making a comeback. Some students and educators may admire the simplicity aspect of remote 

learning, but as someone who cares about getting the best education they possibly can I strongly am in favor of 

less remote learning and more in-person work. Schools should be giving their students the best teaching 

methods they can to be setting up their students for success. Online school may have its positive aspects, but 

overall it is detrimental to the learning process.   

  

Why this is a ENGL 101 placement:   

This student responds to the prompt they were asked to respond to—how does a shift to online 
education affect the knowledge gap? Does it increase or decrease it?  This student has a thesis that 
responds to the prompt; however, the rest of the essay mostly talks about whether or not they liked 
online education, which is not their thesis. This student did not use any of the sources to make their 
argument and relies mostly on their own experience. While using the sources does not guarantee 
placement in ENGL 102, choosing not to use them will automatically mean you will not be placed in ENGL 
102. While the sentences are fairly informal, they are still clear and easy to understand.  
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Sample Placement Essay:  
  

SAMPLE 101E PLACEMENT  
  

I will be writing to you about the difficulties, rewards, experience, all what I learned from challenges.I will start 

with the difficulties. The one major difficulty for most people is eating. You must keep your weight minimal or 

you shouldn't even show up. What you learn from this is discipline. The second is fear with anxiety. You may 

want this actually before a match. You get scared and prepare better. Your anxiety gives you speak and strength 

when you get on the mat. This teaches you how to use your weakness.   

     The last difficulty is physical pain and endurance. The best way to deal with it is to ignore it. Your mind is 

whats telling you it hurts and you need to stop. Tell it to ignore it and over time it will. This teaches you the more 

important thing which is you can do anything if you believe you can. Those are some of the Difficulties and 

lessons you learn from wrestling.  

     The rewards you experience are great. The greatest reward is self greatness. When you train and win you feel 

accomplished. You also have respect from your team and coach. It feels like you have some power. The last 

reward is the body. You get a great body from it and you feel great. Girls will often give you attention for having 

it. Those are some of the rewards of wrestling.  

Over all high school wrestling is a great way to improve yourself. I have learned many skill and discipline from it. I 

have changed my life because of it. There will always be difficulties but you will always get something out of it. 

That is what I have to discuss on my activity.  

  

Why this is a ENGL 101E placement:   

This student does not address the question in the prompt. There is no thesis, thus, the organization in 
the paper is hard to follow. This is the biggest reason for a 101E placement. This student does not use 
any of the sources included with the prompt. The student has trouble with writing complete sentences 
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Sample Placement Essay:  
 

    

Course Descriptions & Learning Outcomes:   




