




Trace Fossil: These are not the physical remains of an animal but evidence that a plant or animal lived 

nearby. For example, footprints left behind by an animal walking over soft sediment. Other examples 

include, burrows, trails, nests, teeth marks, and, gastroliths (gizzard stones), and coprolites (fossilized 

poop!).  

 

 

Instructions 

Pre-Lesson Preparation:  

Make copies of the Fossil or Not ID sheet for each student. 

Place the fossil and non-fossil specimens around the room with their sample numbers.  

 

Class Lesson: 

1. Begin by having a discussion with the students to see if they can recall any animals that used to 

live a long time ago but are no longer around. Many will name dinosaurs and maybe a few 

others. 

2. Ask them how do we know these animals existed? They should come up with the idea that 

scientists have found fossils.  

3. Ask the students what is a fossils? They may say animal bones that are turned to rock.  

4. 

https://mass.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/tdc02.sci.life.evo.becfossil/becoming-a-fossil/#.Xpcu-shKg2w
https://mass.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/tdc02.sci.life.evo.becfossil/becoming-a-fossil/#.Xpcu-shKg2w




Fossil Not A Fossil 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


